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or perhaps the careful description of some token, or
ornament, left with the infant for purposes of future
identification. The plan followed was to preserve
separately the original proc&s verbal, drawn up by
the Commissary of Police who had first received the
child. A copy of this document, with all that it
contained, was entered in the registers of the Institution,
under the number and name of the child concerned, and
was also re-copied, and carefully sewn up in a sachet
that was fastened round the infant's neck When, as
was generally the case, the child was sent into the
country to he nursed and cared for, until its fourth or
fifth year, the foster-mother received orders to preserve
the precious sachet; and she forfeited payment if she
failed to produce with the child the proofs of its identity.
This system was practically so successful, that the
registers are fall of entries relating to the reclamation
of children.

If even one of Therese Levasseur's children had been
sealed in this way, the token., and the record of the
token, must have been discovered in 1761, when the
Duchess of Luxembourg, at Rousseau's prayer, caused
a search to be made through the registers of the
Enfants Trouv^s. The Confessions establishes 1746,
or the commencement of 1747, as the date of Therese's
first visit to Mdlle. Gouin.1 The circumstances of Rous-
seau 's life make it impossible to suppose that there
could have been any more of these visits, or any occasions
for them, after he left Paris for the Hermitage in 1756 ;
and when his life with Therese had henceforth spectators,
with the bright eyes of Madame d'Epinay and the
worldly wise ones of the Marecbale de Luxembourg.
Thus 1754, or, at the latest possible date, 1755, must
be taken as the limit of the period in which these five
births are supposed to have taken place. Now, is it
credible that, given the care with which the books of
the Infants Trouves are proved to have been kept, no
1 See Note E, Appendix.h of St. Jean le
